BOA CANINA.
Dt ettt ot o detdob deob e de b e
CHARACTER GENERICUS.
Scuta abdominalia.
Scuta fubcaudalia. (ablque crepitaculo.)

Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 373.
CldT. Admphibia. Ord. Serpentes.

CHARACTER Srrciricus, Se.

BOA viridis, fafciis dorfualibus tranfverfis albis,
fcutis 203, featulis 77.
Seb. My/. vol. 2. tab. 81, g0.

 Quamvis plurimae f{int {erpentes quae fpectatores
horrore ct formidine potius quam voluptate afhiciunt,
multa tamen funt {pecies quas pulcherrimos colores
fummamgque clegantiam jactare poflunt.  Qui exem-
plum defidcrat adeat anguem Sey/alen m hoc opere an-
tea depi¢tum.  Alterum eft exemplum fpecies de qua
jam agitur.  Genus ad quod haee ferpens refertur, fcu-
torum continuata feric per totam corporis inferioris
longitudinem diftinguitur.

Laminx omnes ferpentum in parte inferiore, feu
ventre, nomine Scuforum a Linnwo diftinguuntur, ne
cum {quamis fuperioribus confundi poflint{ fcd quo-
niam feuta quae fub cauda funt, ab aliis differunt, ut-
pote breviora feu minus dilatata, fatius puto haec no-
mine Sentulorum appellare, quo melius a fcutis, feu la-

minis largioribus poflnt dignofci.  Quamvis torvo fit
hee



hzec ferpens et maligno vultu, nullo tamen veneno im-
buitur, et fimplici tantum vulnere ladit; utpote telis
tubulatis ¢t facculo vencni, quibus noxia ferpentes
armantur, plane carens. Color ejus eft fubcceruleo-
viridis, admodum vividus, per dorfum fafciis tranfver-
fis albidis variatus : ventrem ctiam habet albidum, {ed
flavo inquinatum. Americe ¢t ncola.

Figura hujus ferpentis in Scba Thefauro eft adeo
perfecta, ut potius vifum {it eam ipfam imitari quam
novam condere, In Linnai opere, Mufeum Adolphi
Friderici di¢to, alia exftat figura, fed minus clegans.
In Mufeo Britannico ipie ferpens confpicitur.

Sed audi Linnai ipfius deferiptionem hujus ferpen-
tis ex nmufco Adolphi Friderici.

« Caput cordatum, ante oculos oblongum, depref-
« fum, poftice gibbum, imbricatum fquamis parvis:
«anticis, preefertim ad latera, ante oculos, majoribus.
« Labium {uperius antice retufum, album, emargina-
-« tum, lateribus fcrobibus fcalaribus profundis excava-
« tum, unde horrida facies. Dentes verfus anteriora,
«in utrifque maxillis, tam fupra quam infra, 2 vel 3
“longi, acuti, fixi, nec retractiles. Nares lineares,
«tranfverf{e. Oculi orbiculares.

« Tyunens compreflus, prefertim verfus abdomen :
« fquamis levibus.  Abdsmen albidum: fcutellis 203.
« Canda 1 totius, fubtus fcutellis 77, {pithamea, atte-
“ nuata, obtufiufcula.

« Color viridis fafciis tranfverfis, albis, anguftis,
« tantum dorfalibus, medio interruptis.

« Longitudo quadripedalis. Craffitics fere brachii
«anguftioris.”’
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I
CANINLE BO .\

O R
DOG-HLEADED SNAKE.
A R T R R TR R S
GENERIC CHARACTER.

Tranfverle Lamelle, bhoth on the abdomen, and

beneath the tail.
SPECIFIC GUARICTER,

GREEN BOA, with white wvanlverfe dorfal
bands; with 203 fcuta on the abdowen,

and 77 feutula beneath the wl.

Though the ferpent tribe undoubtedly abounds with
fpecies which may well be confidered rather as terrible
than pleafing objects, yet there are not wanting nume-
rous cxamples of the greateft clegance and beauty of
colour in this clafs of beings.  Of this the Anguis Seve
sale, or Painted Snake, figured in a former Number of
this Work, may be regarded as a flriking inftance, and
the animal here reprefented may be adduced as ano-
ther,  The genus of Serpents to which this pecies be-
longs, is diftinguifhed by having a continued feries of
plates, or tranfverfe feales, throughout the whole fength

of its lower furface.
I'he



The large plates on ferpents are called, in the Lin-
nzan language, by the name of Scuta, to diftinguifh
them from the Squama, or {cales on the other parts
of the body : but as thofe fcuta which are fituated un-
der the tail, differ from the reft in being {malier or
lefs cxtended, and form a feparate affortment from the
abdominal ones, they thould always be called by a name
which fhould inftantly diftinguifh them from the Scu-
ta or larger plates. I have therefore called thefe fmal-
ler fcuta by the name of Scutula.

Notwithftanding an appearance of malignity in this
animal, itis not of a venomous nature ; that 1s, it is
not capable of infli¢ting any other than a fimple wound
by its teeth, as it is unprevided with the tubular fangs
and refervoir of poifon with which the venomous fer-
pents are furnifhed.

Its colour is a moft beautiful vivid Saxon or bluifh-
green, with feveral broad tranfverfe bars of white down
the back ; the belly is of a white colour, but flightly
tinged with yellow. It is an inhabitant of America.

T'he figure of this Snake in Seba’s Mufeumn is fo well
exccuted both as to pofture and accuracy, that it was
thought better to copy it than to attempt @ new onc.

In the Britith Mufeum is a fine fpecimen of this
animal. It is alfo figured in the Mufcum Adolphi Fri-
derici of Linnacus, but the figure in that work is far
from having the elegance of Seba’s reprefentation.

"The defcription of this ferpent by Linnaus in the
Muf. Adolph. Frid. is as follows.

« Head cordated, oblong before the cyes, deprefled,
« gibbous behind, imbricated with finall fcales; the

«“ anterior



< anterior oncs, efpecially at the fides before the eyes,
« larger than the reft.  Upper Lip retufe before, white,
« emarginated, the fides excavated with a feries of deep
« fcalary furrows, which give the face a formidable ap-
<« pearance. Teeth fituated towards the anterior part
<« of the mouth, 2 or g in cach jaw, both above and
<« beclow, long, fharp, fixed, not retractile.  Noftrils
«linear, tranfverfc. kyes orbicular.

« Trunk comprefled, efpecially towards the abdomen :
« covered with fmooth fcales.  Abdomen white ; Scuta
“g0g. Tuail1-7th of the whole, attenuated, fomewhat
« obtufe, covered bencath with 77 Scutula.

« Colour green, with tranfverfe white bands, which
« are narrow and fituated on the back only, and fome-
« what broken or interrupted towards the middle.

« Length 4 feet.  Thicknefs nearly that of the fimall
«of the arm. ”’



